i Ty TR

A

T R T TTE ATA

B il

from court testimony that Sheikh shaved
his. beard ' and. bought Gucci shoes, ‘@&
Breitling,watch.and,ﬁay-B'an sunglasses to"
disguise himself before meeting Pearl. But
Lévy can only imagine his thouglits-about || to:heac ff
Pearl’s face: “rather-opep::tbra]ew;,rathen | the:
. clever for an American; bizarrely curious” |

ed sceneshelp the-book:
but L& it

wrong target” Washington’s continued
_coddling of the: Islamabad’ government

should end, he-believes:. it is: to- Pakistan
 that arms inspectors should be dispatehed

be over militant Islam.”

His guide into this netherworld was
Pearl, whom he calls a “posthumous
friend” and to- whem he ascribes many of
his.own characteristics: “A Jew of theleft, 2
progressive «.. 2 friend. of the uncounted,
the: universal orphan, the disinherited.”
Pearl; Lévy says, was & firm believer in the
possibility’ of a moderate Islam, one that
Lévy himself sees in a battle to the death
with radical believers from:al-Qaeda. He orde
follows the journalistas he pursues ashad- Fe: doesn’t: kmow—because - 1€
owy: figure: named. Mubarak Ali' Shah »“that linked: top Pakistani
Gilani, a- former Bmok-lyn?based imam hiefs:to:
whom: Lévy calls-a“guru” of bin Laden’s.
He: meets Pearl’s:contacts, spends time'in
the-unheated, two-room hovel where Pearl
was held-and murdered nine days after his
kidnapping. “T decided the best wayto tell
this: story was: step: by step,: even if -that
meant. contradictions.’ he:says during an
interview in: the office of the grand Left
Bank apartment he shares: with ‘his wife,
the actress: and singer Arielle Dombasle.
Beside his.couch sits 2 large hollow bronze
head of Leninits hinged temples leftopen | §
toshow nothinginside; agifto demonstrate | #58
Lévy'skeen distaste for dogma of whatever
kind: “In an.obscure affair like this: one;
there:is no final truth,” he says. “It wasim= |4
portant:that the author, who was searching’ o
and’'sometime-erring, be present.” ¢

. As-an admirer of Norman® Mailer:and
Truman Capote; Lévy blurs the line be-
tween fact and fiction; as he did with: his
1988 book: The Last Days of Charles
Baudelaire: “Facts when facts are kmowm,
or it is possible to know them; imagination
when facts:arenot available”” he says of his
method: Lévysays he only resorted to-pure: : o e
conjecture twaorithree times: ok, n spentaiweek in a safe ouse before
but it is up to-the-reader to discern-those: |- 1owi _Eumselfmbe,.pub]idy-“@nested.’?.by ;
moments. His: ‘harrowing accou of ‘ fay 12. He speculates that one B
Pearl’s: decapitation by a-Yeme 27 on:P 45 marked for death wasthat | the boeksu:He: dese it
man: includes unknowable . emb ~od the connectionsiof ex-1s1boss fends F‘re_nc-:h.lintellectua]sﬁfor ing right.
ments: “As’ the Yement killer grab ul and nuclear scientist awhen: governments: . were. wrong:vinithe:,
tears the collar of his:shirt, he: thinks - Mahmioud to a-Qaeda. Asad | 1030ssagainst fascismi in the 1950s against
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other hands. Of caresses. Of game ) syaud spokesmar..for. the Pakistani Franee’&l:culbnialpresence in:Algeria; in ther
his; boyhood?” Lévy’ also. conjure: h ssy- insWashington, insists that “there 'lgflﬂsxagainstthe;:-SoﬁEttUnion, in'the1990s:
thoughts of the admitted and: sinc : city between-any official de- | against the Se bs:in: Bosnia: “Tts always:eas-

victed - ringleader; Ahmed O
Sheikh;: on: the: restless nighti b
sprung his trapion Pearl. Shei
finds; is a “perfect Englishman” ' of
Pakistani origin, a-chess player and:cham-

Pakistan and Pearl’s murder- ier to-be-a fascist than 2.democrat? hesays. .
at the very. idea is “beyond | “Daniel Pearl was killed because he was:a
' belief” A Pakistani court sentenced Sheikh living refutation ofhis killers” view of @ clash:
to-death by hangingand three accomplices | of civilizations: he was a Jew curious about:
to- 25 years imprisonment in the case last | Islamic: culture- who- had .moved  beyond"
pionrarm wrestler, a brilliant student at the | July;those judgments have been:appealed. condemnation. Inithis Manichaeisticepoch;.
London: Schook.of Economics who em- Giventhe troubling allianceshehasdi- | some people:can’t stand: such: figures:and -
braced radical- Islam during -2 stint-in vined in Pakistan, Lévy believes  the want to-eliminate them.” Lévy is devoted:to
Bosnia in: the early 1990s. Lévy knows | Western world is arguing about the: wrong keeping: Pearl’s legacy of understanding
issues and missing its main adversary. “The | alive, but suggests that it wor't happenruntil

. wa o ally justified, it- Vest takes 2 full £ ’
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