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being beside the point — that might take place
between Wall Street Journal journalist Danny Peari
andU.N diplomat Sergio Vieira de Mello.

magmeﬂxepongnnntdmner an interview now
| J&2

, there’s an I ontinental Hotel in heaven.

Bothcnsmopoﬂmnmen,menofex:;mmeethwalsen—
sitivity, whose appreciation of Islamic culture, open-
ness to evanne,andbehefmbeuertomomws
couldn’t be snuffed out by the terrorist world’s daily
gift of ugliness, injustice and senseless mayhem —
until it struck the two of them

i Both wantonly murdered — Pearlbeheadedbyhls
! Karachi kidnappers, Vieira de Mello blasted to a slow,
'emudaﬁngiypainﬁxldeaﬂ:by

LAE Al Uedull
of Daniel Pearl

Both authors present a chilling picture of Pakistan
today. They suggest that while President Bush calls
for billmm for Iraq and Afghanistan, it’s Pakistan —
our so-called “ally” against terrorism, our “friendly”
nuclear peer that shares technology with North Ko-
rea — we must fear.

Levydesa'ibesxamcm,u:eswelmnngportmyof
14 million people where jihadists kidna, Pearl,
as a growing “black hole” full of “virulent anti-Semit-
ism” and al Qaeda sympathizers. He finds it jammed
with treacherous members of Pakistan’s Interservic-
es Intelligence Agency (ISI), a kind of CIA and FBI
combined, a “state-within-a-state” with many offi-
cials still committed to Taliban-like jihadism. It
teemswnhmndrassamul]ahswhosnpplyrmmm

intense dinner-party debate. combines
asharplyobsexvedcﬁaryofbnwitfedsmlrankﬂxe
terrorist trail, as Danny Pear] attempted,

an Iragi truck bomb — thanks
to the vilest among the local

Muslims they sought to under-
! stand, and, by understanding,
 perhaps help.

“They got the wrong man,”
you might imagine each think-
ing about the other, but not
about himself, such self-regard
being uncharacteristic of ei-
ther. Yet isn't that exactly why
terrorism’s pain cuts so deep?
What victims of terrorism —
aside from assassinated dicta-
tors — deserve to be slaugh-
tered without warning?

The life and death of Daniel
Pearl — remembered, ex- -

imagined in these two comple-

AssoviatedPres/Cun bold judgments. He charges
plored, interpreted and even mwmmupnvnymzooz (and adduces evidence) that

Sheikh doubled as both ISI -

mentary, absorbing -accounts
— touched thousands beyond the journalists first
Idmwnmhisfateamahedisappearedonlan.zs.zooz
! The unfairness, the cruelty, of Pearl’s treatment, test-
' ed one’s limits for moral disgust.

Pearl’s killers took a Jewish Wall Street Journal report-
er known for his concern for Third World peoples and
their problems, married to a part-Cuban, part-Dutch,
part-Chinese, part-Jewish and Buddhist woman of color
(raised in France and a full partner in his generous
multicultural spirit), and tricked him into becoming a
captive because they knew he’d willingly listen to the
“Islamic terrorist side” of the “war on terror.”

undogmatic young

awaiting his first-born, trying to do his job by snaring one
more interview in Pakistan before leaving the country.
'l‘heystupxilymdgedhxmtobeaunssadspzSomey

forced Pearl to mouth political platitudes on videotape

before beheading him, then hacked his body into pieces
aﬁerhlsdeam.aslfwmmngmannauwe,“Yes,we‘reevm
more bestial than you imagine, if that's

would all be better off living in a lovely Islamic world with
their values? If so, you might say they failed the cross-cul-
international relations.

ed Levy to write about him.

FurMananePearl,marrwdlossthanlhreeyeursto
the charming reporter she met at a 1998 Paris party
and quickly grew to adore, he persists as a brilliant
burst of sunshine, competence, goofiness and goodness
who should have remained with her, as the marriage
“contract” théy cowrote promised, “to grow old togeth-
er, while keeping each other young.”

Both Levy and Pearl unfold their tales chronological-
ly. Levy recounts his year-long investigation of Pearl
and the convicted organizer of his murder, Pakistani-
English terrorist Omar Sheikh, which took Levy to Paki-
stan, Afghanistan, India, England — and Los Angeles,
mmeetmewcumspamm 3

Pearl

Wasn't the overall message of their side that Westerners .

gentand“favnredson of Osa-
nmbml.aden,embod a “synthesis” of ISI and al
Qaeda: “You look for. the ISI, you find al Qaeda; you
look for al Qaeda, you run into the ISL”

He Pearl

Bidori madrassa, or religious 7, an al Qae-
da training camp, a “terrorist Vatican.” He presents
reported that Sheikh

‘word beheaded — breaks your heart.

weight champion Muhammad Ali, who issued a state-
ment to the kidnappers: “I appeal to you to show
Daniel Pearl compassion and kindness. Treat him as
you would wish all Muslims to be treated by others.”

Former pop singer Cat Stevens called on the terror-

., ists “to show the world the Mercy of Islam.”

Both these books notice a clash of civilizations, but
not between Islam and the West. It’s the battle within
Islam itself. Will history record a religion that devolved
into hatred and sadism, or one that returned to its
better part in tolerance? Only the world’s Muslims can
decide that jihad.

. Contact book critic Carlin Romano at 215-8545615

or cromano@phillynews.com.
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