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Philosopher
On the Trail
Of Daniel -
Pearl’s
Killer
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Diana Matar for The New ank es
1-Henri Lévy speculates that Daniel Pearl was killed because he was investigating a link between Pakistan’s intelligence service and terrorists.




By ALAN RIDING.

PARIS, Aug. 29 — Bemard—llmﬂlﬁvydoes

nothing that goes unnoticed. He is. an inteliectual
advenmruwlnbmgqubncﬂymmﬂ@mble
political causes. He is alsd a handsome man mar-
ried to a glamorous actress; he and his wife,
Arielle - Dombasle, are regularly mentioned in
French gossip magazines. Now 55, Mr. Lévy is well
used to celebrity. For 25 years he has been known'
here simply by his initials, B. H. L. i
Not that everyone takes him seriously. His
public persona, which includes
black suits, unbuttoned white shirts and long, dark
hair, is frequently mocked on-a televised puppet
show, and he is often hit with pies by a Belgian who
claims to target the self-important. The safirical
weekly Le Canard Enchainé once asked of him,
“Rimbaud or Rambo?” ~ . .

Bernard-Henri Lévy,

celebrity intellectual, tries

to solve a brutal murder.

Since then he has constantly been in the lime- -

light. e has tried his hand at fiction, theater and
movies. (although his only feature film to date,

And he has continued to campaign for whatthe
considers noble causes, from Bangladesh to Cam-
bodia, from Afghanistan to Bosnia. In 2 blok
in 2001, for instance, he wrote of for§ot-
henwarslnSudan.Angnla.Burmdl,SrlLanhgnd
Colombia. 4
What most annoys his critics, however, is that
Mr.l.évylsoitenthestarofhisownsmrles.md
the complaint has been heard anew about his latest
book, in which he sets out to solve the murdef, of
DanlelPeaﬂ.aconespondmtlorTheWnllSQet
Journal, who was killed after his ings in
Paklstanonlmzi,wYet,cmvexsely,ﬁ e
book has sold more than 200,000 copies here since
Apﬂl,itlsalsobecmsem.wvy’snameénd
passion continue to draw French readers. -,
g Nuw.wlththepublicaﬂmnextweekof‘_me
EngllshtranSIauonofv"WhoKmedDalﬂelPeaﬂ e
(Melville House Publishing), Mr. Lévy is

Yet France has always had a place for high-
profile intellectuals, from Victor Hugo and Emile
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terfitory. Not only is his

lectual should
der in a far-off land of a man who
wasanl\mq'icm.ajmmnﬂstmda
Jew.

entering a century in which a man
could have his throat cut for saying,
“My [ather is Jewish, my mother is
Jewish, I am a Jew.” As 1 read his
work, I also understood he was not
just a Jew. He was a Jew who be-
lieved in reaching out to moderate
Islam. And 1 recognized myself in his

«1 am hardly a fan of today’s Ameri-
can government — I opposed the
Iraq war from the beginning — but I
am strongly anti-anti-
American,” he said. “I am alarmed

Bernard-Henri Lévy with his wife,
Dombasle, at a film festival in Morocco. -

using a shoe bomb to try to sabotage
an American airliner en route from
Paris to Miami. In reality Mr. Sheikh

_reporter’s parents ;
jane, who (unlike The Wall Street
Journal) cooperated with him. (He
has dedicated the book to Adam

France-Prests
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“What is
your religion?” the taxi driver asked
him. He was taken aback. “Atheist.”

tion with the plight of Bosnian M

lims, his move to Pakistan, his jaill
ing in India on kidnapping 23
his release in exchange for a-hi
jacked Indian plane and his ties’td
the Taliban and Al Qaeda in Afghan}:
stan. K3

=4

In Pakistan to verify detalls b
mﬁndhmmuwmm.hlﬁ
visited the abandoned Karachi hoflsé
where Mr. Pearl was killed. He méi

“Day and Night,” starring his wife, was a flop).

airport taxi, he already sensed how
the country had changed. “What is
your religion?” the taxi driver asked
him. He was taken aback. “Atheist,”
he finally replied. “My religion is
atheism.”

He said he first imagined writing a
long report for Le Monde, but was

- soon drawn into a more ambitious

project, one that he felt equipped to
out.
*I don’t think any American news-

was writing a novel, I was an official

envoy. I was far less exposed than

any American, although still at risk
as a Jew.”

wald’s Tale” as precedents, but he
has raised eyebrows by imagining
the thoughts of Mr. Pearl as he was
about to have his throat cut and those
of Ahmed Omar Sheikh, the British-
born son of Pakistani immigrants
who is the convicted mastermind of
the murder.

Most of the book, though,
ed on the-ground. Mr. Lévy miade five
trips to. Pakistan, two each to India,

is report:

groups responsible
for Mr. Pearl's death and with Al
Qaeda.

So why a romanquéte?

“I am also a novelist, and I sup-
pose that the book has a tone more of
a writer than of a traditional re-
searcher,” said Mr. Lévy, whose ear-
lier book, “Sartre:

tel in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, where on
Jan. 11, 2002, Mr. Pearl met Mr.
Sheikh. Mr. Pearl had been told that
Mr. Sheikh could put him in touch
with Sheik Mubarak Ali Shah Gilani,
a Muslim cleric reportedly linked to’
Richard C. Reid, a Briton accused of

Continued on Page 11 2
In Pakistan to verify detalls ob:
tained from police records, Mr. Lévy.
visited the abandoned Karachi 1
where Mr. Pearl was killed. He i
Pakistani officials who openly

ic seminary, of Binori Town, where
Mr. Sheikh is said to have slept som¢
nights before the kidnapping. - =

Critics say a high- :
profile intellectual: :
is often the star of
his own stories.
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complex network of Islamic funda<
mentalist groups, many linked to {h&
LS.I1 and Al Qaeda. a

Less clear, Mr. Lévy admits; ig
why Mr. Pear] was killed. He none-
theless speculates that Mr. Péarl
was pursning evidence that Al Qaeda
and North Korea were receiving ju:
clear secrets from Pakistani scieij-
tists with ties to the LS. and fundz:

- mentalist groups. “In other words,”

Mr. Lévy writes, “I bet on a Danje]
Pearl busy gathering proof of Pakis
stan’s collusion between the leadifig
rogue states and terrorist netwarksd
of the world.” .

Paul Steiger, managing editor of
The Wall Street Journal, said the
newspaper had no evidence that Mr.
Pearl was investigating any such
conspiracy. “The Wall Street Jour:
nal was not involved in any way:in
the preparation of this book,” he said
in a statement responding to -thé
baok. “However, we urge all the au:
thorities involved in the investigation
t review the book to see whether, it
provides any useful information
which could help in the effort to bring
Danny's killers to justice.” s

While Mr. Lévy does not hesitate td
proclaim Pakistan itself a rogug
state, he chooses to end his book on &

Muslims he has known in Bosniaj
Algeria, Morocco and Afghanistgn}
“There is this gentle Islam towards
which, in spite. of everything, until
the last minute, Daniel Pearl wanted
to believe, as I want to believe,” hel
writes. And he adds, “It was the true
posthumous friend and a call for th¢

sharing of light.”" et




