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His puide into’ this netherworld was
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Pearl; Liévy says, was & firm heliever in the:
possibility'of o moderate Islam; one that
Léuy: himself sees in a battle to-the’ death
with radical: believers from: al=Qaeda. He
follows the journzlist.as he pursues  shad-
owy: figure: pamied: Mubarak  All Shah-
Gilani, a. former: Brooidyn-hased imam
whom:Lévy calls:a “guru”-of il Laden’s.
He:mests: Pearl’s: contacts, spends-dme- in
therunheated, two-T00M hovel where Pearl
was held:and murdered nine days after his |
kidnapping. “1 decided the-hest way {0 tell
thig: story was: step by steps: even if. that
meant: contradictions,” he-says during an
interview in. the offiee of the grand Left
Bank apartment he shares with his wife,
the -actress: and singer: Arielle. Dombasle.
Beside his.couch sitsa large hollow brenze | 8
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- Ag:an-adrmirer of Norman: Maiter:and |-
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againstthe SerbsinBosnia. “Tesalways:edss
jertobena facist thian asdemnocrat? Hiersays. .
“Daniel Peart “was+killed because he Wasia:
Yving refutation ofhiskillers view offmetash
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islamic- culture- who- had -moved :Heyond.
condermmation: Tnethiis Manichagisticepoch;
gome people can’t stand: suchi-figures: and -
wantto-eliminate them.” Lévyis-devotedto
keeping: Pearls: legacy.. of understanding
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ity between any official de-
Pakistan and Pearl's murder-
.and: that the very idea. is “beyond
pelief” A Pakistani court sentenced Sheikh
to-death byhanging‘and three accomplices
tor 25 years imprisonment: in fhe case-last
July; those: judgments Tave been:appealed.

Given the troubling alliances hebasdi-
vined in FPakistan, Lévy believes the
Western world is arguing about the wrong
issues and missing its main adversary. “The
. war in-Iraq-was morally. justified; but polit-
jcally inept.” he says. A merica chose the

thoughts of the. admitted and
victed -ringleader; Alhmed O
Sheikh-on: the: restless nigh e,
sprung his-trap:on Pearl. Sheikh, Lévy
finds, is a “perfect Englishman” of
Pakistaniorigin, a.chess player and-cham-
pionarm wyrestler; abrilliant student at the
; Londom: Schoob.of Tconomics who em-
| hraced: radical Islam: during:-a stint.-in

Bosnia i the early 1990s. Lévy knows
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