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Diana Matar for The Mew York Tines

Bernard-Henri Lévy speculates that Daniel Pearl was killed because he was investigating a link between Fakistan's intetligence service and terrorists.

By ALAN RIDING

PARLES, Aug. 29 «— Bernard-Henri Levy does
nething that goes unnoticed, He is an inteflectual
enturer who brings publicity to unfashionable
political causes. He is also a handsome man mar-
ried (o a glamorous actress; he and his wile,
’\l‘if'-l‘ae Dombaste, are regularly menticned in

-ench gossip magarines. Now 53, Mr. Lévy is well
wedl to celebrity. For 25 vears he has been known
Rers =imply by his inilials, B.H. L
Mot that evervone takes him seriousty. His
arefnlly caltivated public persona, which inciudes
black suits, unbuttoned white shirts and long, dark
hatr, is frequently mocked on a televised puppet
show, and he is often hit with pies by a Belgian who
claims to target the self-important. "“hc %atirica‘a
weekly Le Canavd Encham? once asked of him,
“Rimbaud or Rambo?”

ver Franve has always had a place for high-

vrofile intellectuals, from Victer Hugo and Emiie

41

Bernard-Henri Lévy,
celebrity intellectual, tries
to solve a brutal murder.

1-Paul Sartre and André Malraux, And
from an early age, Mr Lévy set off in their
foutsteps, He earned his spurs in the late 1970°s as
oue of several “new philosophers” who enraged
the jeft by atiacking the Soviet Union. He then
teined his guns on the right, warning that 1930°s-
styie fascism was still rocted in French politics,
Since then he has constantly been in the lime-
light. He has tried his hand at fiction, theater and
movies {alibough his only featurs film to date,
“Day and Nighi' starring his wife, was a flop).

And he has continued to campaign for what he
considers noble causes, {from Bangladesh to Cam-
bodia, from Afghanistan to Bosnia. In a book
pubiished in 2001, for instatice, he wrote of forgot-
ten wars in Sudan, Angola, Burundi, Sri Lanka and
Colombia.

What most annoys his critics, however, is that
Mr. Lévy is often the star of his own stories. And
the complaint has been heard anew about his latest
book, inr which he sets put to solve the murder of
Daniel Peart, a correspondent for The Wall Street
Journal, whe was killed after his kidnapping in
Pakistan on Jan. 23, 2002, Yet, conversely, if the
book has soid more than 200,060 copies here since
April, it is also because Mr. Lévy’s name and
passion continue to draw French readers.

Now, with the publication next week of the
Enplish transiation of “Who Killed Daniel Pearl?”

T {Melvilte House Publishing), Mr. Lévy is entering

Conlinued on Page 11
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Philosopher on Trail
Of Daniel Pearl’s Killer
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unknown territory. Not only is his
name less known in the United States

than Mr. Pearl's; but' the -guestion

also arises as to why a French intel-
lectual should mvest:gate the mur-

der in a far-off land of a 'méan who .

was an American, a Journahst and 'a
Jew.

«f 1 had to pick, T'd say it was

because he was. Jewish,” said Mr.

- Lévy, who is himself 2 nonpracticing

Jew. “Amid my shock at his death
was the realization that ‘we were
entering a century in which a man
could have his throat cut for saying,

"My father is Jewish, 1y imother is:
Jewxsh I'am a Jew.’:As I read his" .
work, 1. also: understmd he was not

a Jew  He was 4. Jew who be:

lisved in. Teaching out’to: moderate’

just a

Islam. And1 recogmzed myseli in h:s
way of being Jewish,'"

Rutthere was another reason, Mr o

Lévy explainedin an interview in his

comfortable, L.efi’ Bank. - apartment. '

“1 am hardly atan of today s Ameri-
can governmetit. — 1 opposed ‘the

Iraqwar frofn the beginning < but¥
am’ nonetheless. strongly amti-anti- -
American,” he said. #1 am alarmed .

by the way anti-Ameri-
canisin'is beconing gib- .-
alized,” Through " Dafy
Pearl's experience, Thad -~

the feeling that the 1dea_ :
of ‘America as a magnet.

eron,” B,
" Mr. Lévy nonetheless
tells the story as 4 narra-
tive -of his.own investiga-
tion, something that irri-
tated: some French erit-
ics. “B.H.L.-is an intel-
tectual whose most ac-~
complished work is the
construction of his own
bicgraphy,” . Pierre -As-.-.
soulinte, editor of the lit-
erary monthly Lire, not-
ed acidly. Others were
more generocus. In -Le-
Monde, Alain Frachon
said he found the boek
cotvincing. And, writing
in Le Figaro, Jean de Be-

BernardAHenn Lévy- w1th his wife, Ariell¢
Dombasle; at a film fest;val in Morocco

using a shoe Bomb to try 10 sabotage -
ar ‘American airliner en route from |
Paris to Miami. In reality Mr, Sheikh |
was preparmg the kzdnappmg 12
“days later.

Mr. Lévy said he had been fully
briefed ‘on the  meeting by Mr.

Pearl's’ assmtant Asif Farugi, bui

“his “noyelist’s instinet’” told him 1o
stay in the hotel And what he ob-
served, he said, led him to. discover .
thit the 1.8.1 used the Akbar tohouse
Kashmiri fighters and other Isiamic
radicals. In other words, he writes,
My Sheikh set up the: meeting with
Mr. Peark in a hotel “controlled, al-
most managed by the LSL” -

help draw,
Mz, Pearl, for insta :
reporter's: patents, ' i
‘iane; who (un

> Agence Frahce-Prasse

e

lot praised it ag 2 splen-
did journey to better understand the
fragility of the world.” .

Mr. Lévy was on a dipiematic mis-

siofl to: Afghanistan for:President -

namics. He also tracked Mr. She'
steady radicalization: his identifica
tion with the plight of- Bognian My,

hms hxs move: to Paklstan, his all
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sion’ to” Afghanistan ‘for President -
Jacques Chirac when he heard of Mr.

to Karachx refurning to Pakistan for

airport taxi, he already sensed How
the country had changed. “Whatis

atheism.”
- Hedald he' fiFsti inisginied:
long report for Le Monde,-

bt was

‘project, one that he felt’ eqmpped to
carry out.

paper would have taken the risk of
sendmg a journalist — especially a
Jew —in the steps of Daniel-Pearl,”

French, with the French pesiticn Cit

amblgmtaes teiling peopie I was do-
ing sumethmg I'wasp’t: «doing then: I
‘was writing a.novel; I was an official
envoy. | was-far less exposed. than
any American,’ aithough still at risk
asa Jew.” -

He has assumed 2 dlfferent nsk by
writing ‘what. he call¢ a “roman-
quéte,” part roman, or novel, part
enquéte, or investigation. He men-
tions Truméan' Capote’s: “In Cold
Blood?”: and Norman. Mailer's “Os-
wald’s Tale” as precedents, but e
has raised eyebrows by imagining

aboutto have his’ throat cut and those-
of Ahmed Omai- ‘Sheikh, ‘the Brifishe

the murder.

Most of the hook, though is’ report—
ed on the ground. Mr. Lévy made five
irips-to Paklstan Ewo each to. India;

one edch-to Bosnia and DBubai. And

al: that Pakistan’s military secret
service, the Inter-Services Intelli-
gence, w:de!y imown as LS.1., is deep-

for Mr. Pearl’s death and w1th Al'
Qaeda. -

: So why a romanquete? S

. pose that the book has & torie more of
a writer than of ‘a trad:tlonal Fes’
searcher,” said Mr. Lévy, whose car-
lier book, “*Sarire: The Philosopher.
of the 20th’ Century”” (Polity Press);
has also just been published in Eng-.
lish. “‘But the real reason is tha, by
mtroducmg elernents.of specilation;
it ‘was possible ‘to mive  forward

There areé moments when [ have the’
intuition of a novelist, moments that.
serve ag sparks to !llummate and
advance.” . -

night at the Akbar Internaticnal Ho-
tel in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, where on
Jan; - 11, "2002, ‘Mr. -Pear]. met-Mr,"

Mr, Sheikh could put him -in'toch
with Sheik Mubarak Al Shak: 4

anelxn. mr. reari naa been told"
Mr. Sheikh could put him - tanch ™

with Sheik Mubarak Al Shah Gilani, - . sub

a Muslim cleric reportediy linked t6
Richard €. Retd, a Briton dccused of-

srits soty Yo WAD UILA QIDIOMALC INis- - tion- with the plight of Bosnian Mus

- PearFs-death: ~Aﬂer—cempietmghz-s~_lus releass inZexchange for-a-
work in. Kabui, he flew immediately -

the first'time’ since 1071 "And in his-

yourreligion?"” the tax driver asked.
-him’He was taken - *Atheist,”
he finally - re;)hed v rehgxon is

saon drawn: into. a- more ambmous‘
“f don't think any Amierican news- -

he said. “I"had- the lack of bemg"

the Iraq war well known. I stillhad a
diplomatic . passport. I played with :.

the thoughts of Mr! Pearl as he was'

born son of Pakistani immigrants:
who is the convicted. mastermmd of

- and'Notth Korea were Teceiving nif

the ‘United States and Bntain and a

his conclusion is anything but fiction- -

ly involved with both: the Istamic.
fundamentahst groups responsiblé. -

BRI conspiracy. “The Wall's eet
“I am dlso & novelist, and 1 sup- o

- which-could help in'the effort tn‘brmgw
when the investigation seémed stuck. -

He cited his decision-to spend a..

Sheikh. M. Pearl had been told thar""

- shiaring of ligh&?”:

" lims, his Taove. to’ ‘Pakistan, his j
© Ing.in India on ludnappmg chargé

-Jacked Indian. plane: -and-his- -ties

the ’i‘ahban and
stan. " e

B || Pakxstan to ven.fy detaﬂ o

© Claiied” from pohce records, Mr, Lé

ws:ted the abandnned Karachl ]

Pakistani offiéials’ who' openly
tacked'the UnitethStates and, speciff&
WhsAnd _vmh consxderab

‘ Mr. Sheikh is said to have slept SOMH:
nights before the kidnapping.
-More critically, as he advariced
his research, Mr. Lévy came toview
the. official Pakistani verston “thaf
-MF: Shezkh acted alone as'a cover-
for 4. far -darker: reahty, one th
placed Mr Shelkh at the heart of

CI‘ltICS say a high—:
profile intellectual
is'often the star of
hzs own stones |

cnmplex network of Islam:c fundg
mentalist groups, many linked to thi
JSI andAlQaeda . B

Less clear! Mr. Lévy at
twhy Mr Pearl’ was 'killed; He“

clear: Becrets ‘from’ Pakistam
tists w1th tleS 10 the 181 and

Mr. Levy wntes “I bet on a Dam,
Pearl busy. gathermg proof ‘of Pal:
stan’s collusion between the leadi
rogue states and: terrorist networks
,of the world.”?

-~ Paul Stelger manag"’ g edlto'
The . Wall : Street

S Pear] was mvestlgaung any ‘stich

nal was ‘not involved in any-way-
" the preparation of; ﬂnsboo he's

in a statement respondm,g tu th
. book: “However; we urge all the auss

thorities involvied in the mvesngatlon
) rewew the book to see whether,
provxdes any ' useful - informati

%w~f

~ Dauny’s killers to justice.”.
While-Mr, Lévy doesnat hesitate
proclaim Pakistan “itseif -4 rogug
state, he chooses 1o end his book on-#
conciliatory- note, evukmg moderai

- Muslimsg- -hé’*has kibvn. in’: Bos,
i Morocco and: Afghams
“There i§ thig gentls islam. towa.r !
which; in spite” of “everything, " tit:.'t“{
the last riinute, Daniel Pearl wanti
“to behe“e. as ] want to be!leve o he

posthumous friend ai"td a call far the'





